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peace would last long if the men-o'-war were withdrawn. However, every one is glad of a rest, and we hope things will shake down into a permanent understanding.
We have a clean bill of health at Vailima now, but Fanny was still looking far from well when she came home. Then Belle got a cold; so we started separate meals in the old dining-room for Lou and any of the family who were quite above suspicion. It reminded me of days at Saranac and elsewhere, but I am glad to say we are all well again now, and returned to sociable family life.
Vailima, September 19, 1894.
npHE very day my last letter was sent off JL the chiefs began work on the new road. We had a large bowl of kava made, and the boys carried it down to them, Louis and the rest of us going also to share it. Several speeches were made, which I need not attempt to describe; but the tone of affectionate sincerity, noticeable even to me who cannot understand Samoan, was very touching. They are making a splendid road, fully thirty feet wide; and it is hard work too, as a good many trees and a considerable stretch of lime hedge have to be cleared away by means of cutting and burning.
It has been a busy week; I have been out riding almost every day, and the moonlit even-iags are so delightful, one is tempted to take